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At the end of the course, students will be able to:

'1. Develop perspective on Access to Justice.
2. Apply.the principles of public interest lawyering. . .. ...

Syllabus.

Teaching Hours: 60 hrs.

Unit-l Access to Justice :md Public Interést LaWYering' An Intréduc_tion \6 Hours

1.1 Why study Public Interest Lawyering: Nature and Scope of PIL
1.2 History of Access to Justice Movement: Some Examples imm Across the World
including India. i :

1.3 Right to Access to Justice: Means and End of Justice
1.4 Various shades of Public Interest Lawyermg Public Interest Lxllgatxon, Pro Bono Legal
Aid and Asswtance 'Class Action. ® i B

Unit-1I Public Intereét'Litigation {PIL)

2.1 PIL in India: Origin and Development
2.2 PIL: Concept, Nature and Scope and Limitation in India
2.3 PIL: Jurisdiction, and Grounds for Mamtenance o
2.4 PIL and Rule of Locus Standi
2.5 PIL: Special Remedy and Special Procedure ('Non Adversarial and inquisitorial
Jurisdiction)
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Unit-IT1 PIL ;and its impact and relevance on'Sectors and Groups 10 Hours

3.1 Socially, Economically, and culturally disadvantaged groups

3.2 PIL and Human Rights. . . »
3.2.1 Civil and Political Rights (Prisoners, custodial violence, disappearance, police

~ brutality, ' . ‘ >
3.2.2 Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (food, health, education, livelihood etc.)
3.2.3 *Group Rights (e.g. Child, Women, Persons with Disability, Dalit, Tribal, Religious
Minority, Sexual Minority, Labour etc.) ' .

3.2.4 Environment -

Unit-IV Design and Preparation for Initiating a PIL: Mannerand Craft = 10 Ht;ufs

4.1 Preparatory Phase: Stakeholder analysis. Research, Use of RTI, participation
of s'takehblders, media advocacy etc. .

4.2 Litigation Phase ‘ -

4.3 Post litigation phase: Participative monitoring, social audit, use of RTI and
media advocacy. . '

- Unit-V Legal aid and free Legal Aid (FLA) in India . 4 Hours

5.1 Origin,g‘Histpry and Evolution of LA,

5.2 FLA: Object, Scope and Purpose (Need). , -

5.3 Free Legal Aid: Mandate, Criteria, Eligibility and Entitlement Constitution of India, Code
of Criminal Procedure. Code of Civil Procedure and NLSAA. . .

Unit VI Legal Services Authorities: Government and Non-Governmental Structure ..
and mechanism in India : , - 4 Hours

6.1 Three Tier Legal Services Authority (SLSA, DLSA and TLSC): Constitutiun‘
and function

6.2 Supreme Court and High Court Legal Sérvices Committees: Cdﬁsti'tixtion and function, - . .
6.3 Other Non-Governmental Models (UNDPA2) Program in India and Civil Society A21 .~

Models and Interventions) -
6.4 National and State Legal Aid Fund -

Unit-VII Alternate Dispute Redressal Mechanism: Lok Adalat and Pre-
litigation Settlement- .
. , 6 Hours
7.1 Lok Adalat: Meaning and Significance, organization, constitution of Lok Adalat
7.2 Jurisdiction, Cognizance, Procedure and' Award of Lok Adalat .
1.3 Pre Litigation Settlement (Permanent Lok Adalat)
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Unit-1X Law Clinic, Legal Awareness and Literacy: Manner and Craft 5 10 Hours

9.1 Law Clinic: Object, Scope and Purpose

9.2 Situation Analysis, Needs Assessment and Vulnerabllxty Mapping
9.3 Content Development and Dissemination

9.4 Conceptualizing and Planning Legal Literacy Campalgns / Camps
9.5 Community Mobilization and Organizing of Campaign / Camps
9.6 Identification of Problem and plan of follow up actions

Unit-X Lmntatmn & Challenges. Fnture of Access to Justxce and Innovatlve Solutions
6 Hours

10.1 PIL: Publicity vs. Public

10.2 Abuse of PIL for Political and Private Gains -

10.3 Gap in expected and real impact of PIL

10.4 Gap in convergence of PIL, Policy and Practice.

10.5 Poor Legal Aid Infrastructure and Human Resources

10.6 Pendency and Speedy Trials: Situation Analysxs of Pendency and Backlog
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