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Abstra
The term uglow-Violence,” coined by Rob Nixon, mainly

describes the small or gradual harm and its normalization in
society, having 1O legal recognition at a systemic level. In
Samit Basu’s Chosen Spirits (2020), this “slow violence” is
mflictedina dystopian setting by informational/surveillance/
multinational capitalism, pormalizing peoples’ (netizens)
discomfort and treating the human experience asa free raw
material, This commodification of personal data by private
corporations has led to a deterioration of privacy and a
psychic numbing. Within the framework of “slow violence”
and “Surveillance Capitalism,” a term coined by Shoshana
Zuboff, Basu contextualizes abstract forms of subjugation
orharms like emotional distress, loss of privacy, constricted
user b?haviour, algorithmic marginalization, and
zzlu{maﬂzaﬁon to condition or normalize people.In Basu’s
eco::’ the dystf)p.ian reflection of our society depicts the
Whilen;y :;d digltal culture as inextricably .ipte;twined.
i plurzl' Asian literature is characterized by diversity
enicity, 1rty of different social groups — caste, religion,
tphold it, In“;, ax’md so on — democracy and secularism
- 10 Dasu's Chosen Spirits (2020), the yirtues that
Unde ?:Z;::“Ppowfl to prf)tect have been depicted to be
Uveillance ’ °§Peleally in the 21st century, where
it g0ty [T gheadion is gradually
KWWo}dsd.emocr?cy' :
Seicng Fj;s‘m’ﬂnmCapitalism, Slow Violence, Dystopia,
i on, Cyberculture
futurig vose." Spirits by Samit Basu is set in @
i 1 :S“’n of Delhi, a world that feels eerily
S volves around the lives of two characters,

% and Ryg
li’y alg"‘ithms who are navigating a society controlled

Teasingy and surveillance, a theme that is
relevant in our modern world. Joey, &

rofessional i et
f. . 1ssnonal image-builder and storyteller, feels like her
ife lacks structure, a sentiment many can rela

hile Rudra i i mre . #
while Rudra, a talented cricket player witha ist
future, represents th irations ¢ g

»1eP ? aspirations of today’s youth. As

they encounﬁgf soclf)-political unrest and personal
cha?lenges,- their stqnes? intertwine in a city struggling
against fate and desolation. The novel offers a gripping
portrayal of & “dystopian society and the.in&ividnals
trying to find their way, making ita compelling read for
those interested i social commentary.
The theme of surveillance is a prominent and thought-
provoking aspect of Chosen Spirits by SamitBasu.
The protagonist, Joey, often feels her life is under

constant surveillance, controlled by algorithms and
eras. This sense of

captured through surveillance cam
being watched and monitored reflects the pervasive
nature of surveillance in the modern world. Joey’s
awareness of being observed and her cautious attitude
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