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Hi!

I am Akanksha Shah

A 4th year Industrial design student of Nirma University, working to expand my 
knowledge and vision in this field. I believe design is at the interaction of 
technology, engineering and art. My approach towards design is based on 
research, understanding the situation, the environment in which it exists and then 
following the design process strictly to provide tangible and real-world solutions. I 
believe design is a vehicle for positive change, be it a niche or something which 
impacts millions. I am a great team worker with a burning desire to learn. I'm 
often complimented for my management skills and out of the box thinking. I find 
myself versatile, adaptive, visionary, passionate and first mover advantage. Other 
than design, my hobbies include playing Chess, Basketball, reading and Skating. 



I am a national player in chess as well as skating, a state winner in Karate. I have 
recieved various national and international awards for painting along with various 
trophies for my excellent academic performance. I have received awards and cash 
prices from Ex-Chief minister of Gujarat, Mrs. Anandiben Patel, Education minister 
of Gujarat, Jitu Vaghani, Ex-Education minister of Gujarat, Bhupendra Chudasama 
and Mallika Sarabhai. Recently, I received a startup grant of Rs. 1,13,500/- from 
the Education minister of Gujarat, Jitu Vaghani, for my game named Alzy which is 
for Alzheimer patients.
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Fertezy:

Smart Compost 
Machine
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Fertezy:

Smart Compost Machine
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Exploded views


Mobile App

A smart device to convert residual organic waste into  
mature compost, which nourishes the soil, through the  
process of aerobic decomposition, mainly for 
households. It can be operated  through a mobile app 
which makes it interactive and automated. It makes the 
entire process time-saving, hassle-free and effortless, 
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The shredders can be controlled through the app and  
helps in breaking the organic waste into small chunks  
for further process.



The turner which is self operated through the app with  
an in built notification system helps to continuously  mix 
the shredded content to make the compost early,  adjust 
the temperature and keep it healthy and aerated.



The buttermilk container pumps adequate amount of  
moisture into the mix and keeps it hydrated to form  the 
perfect compost.



The app will notify the user about the completion of  the 
process after 25 days.


Fe
rt

e
zy

05



P r o t o t y p e E x p l o d e d  v i e w

Te c h n i c a l  d r a w i n g

C l o s e - u p  v i e w s
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SAFELOCK:

SMART STORAGE  CONTAINER


A storage container which can be operated through  a 
mobile app which has the following features

 Safe lock that can be opened and closed, with the  app, 
by the owner from anywhere

 Camera to monitor the activities related to it
 LCD display to interact or display important text
 Relevant notifications to the owner
 UV sterilizatio
 Notifications	regarding	the	space	inside	th
 container
 Log regarding the opening and closing of the box.



This smart storage container is very useful when there  is 
nobody at home and one wants to get somethong  
delivered at their place or give away something.
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PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION
 Difficulty in receiving/collecting things ordered 

online in the absence of an individual
 Difficulty in giving away any object in the absence 

of  an individual
 Non-sterilization of objects in Covid times.
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Design of 
Exhibition and 
Diplay 
Structure

In this course, I designed space and 
display structures for  home decor 
products, which were supposed to be 
displayed in an exhibition gallery. Starting 
with journey mapping, list of interactions, 
trend mapping to designing plan layouts 
and detailing different display structures 
including their joinaries, I covered 
everything in this project. The theme of my 
project is inspired from a wall clock and it 
has various structures for chandeliers, 
other decor products and seating.
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For Home Decor Products
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 Researc
 Ideation
 Technical drawing
 Computer Aided 

Designs and Render
 Prototype - 


     Central structure (1:8)

     Display structure (1:5)
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Nesting Tables
Set of three

I did a 2-month-long  internship at Vintage Wood  Crafts 
(V.W.C.) which is a furniture showroom in Ahmedabad, 
near Shivranjini. Here,  I got the experience of  working 
on a lot of projects of clients as well as designing  a 
whole new set of furnitures  for the showroom, thereby  
creating demand for the  same.
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1 Design set of 3, nesting side or 
corner tables for customers.


Brief 

Insights: Customers prefer strong, 
sturdy and light weight side tables 

which are easy to clean and 
maintain and some of them even 
have a habit of sitting on those 

tables as well. 
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Dining Tables

Internship 2021
I did a 2-month-long  internship at 
Vintage Wood  Crafts (V.W.C.) which is 
a  furniture showroom. Here,  I got the 
experience of  working on a lot of 
projects of clients as well as designing  
a whole new set of furnitures  for the 
showroom, thereby  creating demand 
for the  same.
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D e s i g n D e s i g n D e s i g n
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Design 4-seater 
dining tables followed 
by 6-seater which are 
easy to clean. The 
constraint received 
was that the 4-seater 
dining tables should 
have a 4-legged 
structural design.
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Brief 
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Rotate the baskets06

Simple Mechanical 
Device

I put my design skills to use to design  a 
product that would help children (2 – 9-year-
old) reach/access spaces or objects  that are 
otherwise out of their reach (For  example on 
top/higher shelves) because of  their short 
height.The product is safe, convenient and 
playful.


Rotating storage

O t h e r  v i e w s

E x p l o d e d  v i e w
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One can keep toys, snacks, clothes, books 
etc inside the  baskets.

The kid just has to rotate it to access the 
things placed inside  the basket. In this way 
he can even easily access things kept in  the 
top baskets as it can come down when 
rotated.

It ensures the safety of the child as he/she is 
no longer  required to climb on different 
objects like stool to reach the  things kept on 
higher shelves.

It is a very playful and colourful product and 
the child would  enjoy using it and therefore 
he would also keep the objects  (toys etc) 
back in the baskets.


 To access/reach toys, 
snacks, clothes, books, 
mirror, washbasin etc 
placed/located beyond 
their reach

 Parents don’t need to be 
constantly around the kid 
to help him

 So that they do not climb 
on other objects like 
inverted buckets, books, 
stools, shelves that might 
be unsafe.


Why such a product is needed?
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Packaging Design:

Sliced Bread
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Concept:1

It is a premium bread packaging box which  protects the 
bread from getting squashed.  It has two compartments 
which slide to  open. Inside each compartment are a 
slices  of bread packed in plastic to maintain its  
freshness and shelf life. It has see through  windows for 
the user to see the bread stored inside.
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Packaging Design:

Sliced Bread


Concept:2

It is a takeaway, DIY sandwich box which contains 4 
slices of bread, 2 slices of cheese, 20 g butter and a 
butter knife. This box comes very handy during 
travelling, picnics or when the person is in hurry. The 
graphics is unique and has a nice color scheme which 
even kids would like and be attracted to.
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Packaging Design:

Steam Iron


The unique feature of this iron packaging, apart from being much more durable 
than the regular, is it's  functionality which it serves beyond being just a box. The 
surfaces of this box fold out turning the box into a flat surface once the iron is 
taken out. The base is made up of a thin mica sheet, which serves as a heat 
resistant surface, this enables the packaging to be used as a dock for the hot 
iron while in use or after the use. The box can be reformed in a matter of 
minutes, touch buttons are installed for easy reassembly, elastics are attached 
inside the box for holding the water beaker and the power cord in place, safe 
from the hot iron plate.



DIMENSIONS OF  THE BOX:

30.4 cm x 20.6 cm x 15.2


Prototype 3D Model Graphics and Template
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ALZY



Leather masks

I did a 1.5 month long internship at  Curio 
design studio.The firm specialises  in making 
leather products.The main  task assigned to 
me was developing  leather masks inspired 
from leaves  owing to covid times.While 
working  with leather I developed a deeper  
understanding of the entire process  
involved in its making, its properties   and 
types. I got to know about different  kinds of 
tool, their function and how  they are used. I 
also learnt different  techniques of cutting 
and forming  leather to get interesting 
designs and  various kinds of stitching 
techniques.


I finally developed 2 masks inspired from 
maple and peepal leaf which were batch 
produced.



Internship 2020


M a s k  i n s p i r e d  f r o m  M a p l e  l e a f

R e s e a r c h R e s e a r c h

M a s k  i n s p i r e d  f r o m  P e e p a l  l e a f

21

09



Soft toys

Apprenticeship 2019

I did a month long summer  
apprenticeship at chhapak design studio.  
The firm specialises in making playful  
functional products out of wood,  
bamboo and soft toys. During this time,  I 
developed two new products-a rabbit  
pen stand and a bird hanging, which are  
now being made and sold by the firm. I  
learnt how a design firm works and got  
an in-depth understanding of the design  
process. This experience refined my  
material handling skills, social skills as 
well  as my soft skills through my 
interaction  with the customers at an 
exhibition.
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OTHER WORK
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UPCYCLED SOLAR RECHARGEABLE LIGHT
 GLOW-IN-THE-DARK CHESS SET

GEOMETRY AND THERMOCOL CUBE FORMS
The container has a solar panel, 
battery, mobile charging socket and 
LED panel all connected in a circuit. 
The light is switched on/off with a 
switch. This product doesn't require 
any external charging. It is very useful 
for roadside hawkers or vendors. 
They can charge the battery in the 
daytime and use it anytime. It can 
also be used as an emergency light 
during power failure. It can also 
charge your cellphone or any other 
device through USB port.

The chess set is made of unconventional materials like cement, resin, acrylic and strontium aluminate



3D Modeling
I learnt 3d modeling and other relevent skills in 
Solidworks, Rhino, Creo Parametric, Autocad (for 
technical drawing), and  rendering as well as 
animation in  keyshot.This helped me to visualise 
and  present things better.
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Sketching
24



My album includes photos of nature, 
heritage sites, products and industries 
including various processes. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY



Material Handling

Explored materials like wood, plastics,  metal, POP, 
clay, their properties and  used different machines 
like lathe and  other tools.
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THANK YOU
GET IN TOUCH

+91 9537311050

Scan to visit website to view detailed projects

akankshashah0812@gmail.com


Ahmedabad, Gujarat

https://www.akanksha-shah.com/

https://www.akanksha-shah.com/
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